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National Weather Summary 


March 31 - April 6 











HIGHLIGHTS: Moderate precipitation fell from the 
central Plains through New England. Heavy snow 
accumulated in portions of the west central Plains. 
Elsewhere, thunderstorms and heavy showers account- 
ed for large amounts of rain, which caused severe 
local flooding, in New Orleans and several points 
along the Gulf Coast. 

Late in the week, a disturbance in the west 
central Rockies caused heavy snowfall as far south 
as northern Arizona. 

Temperatures were 6to9 degrees colder than normal 
in the central Rockies, 6 degrees warmer than the 
norm in the northern Plains, and near normal 
elsewhere. 


On Monday, an intense low pressure system brought 
heavy snow to an area from Montana to New Mexico 
and as far east as the west central Plains. Up 
to a foot of snow fell at Lewistown, central 
Montana, and Lander, west central Wyoming. 

Meantime, rain fell from the central 
Appalachians through New York State and 
Connecticut; totals ranged under an inch. Light 
showers moistened parts of the Pacific Northwest. 

Snow persisted from the east central Rockies 
through the central Plains on Tuesday. Nine 
inches blanketed Valentine, northern Nebraska. 
Rain extended into the Mississippi Valley and 
portions of Texas; totals remained below a 
half-inch. 

Another storm moved out of the Southwest and 
headed for the Rockies; Flagstaff, north central 
Arizona, scored 5 inches of snow. 

Heavy rains churned over Florida; nearly an 
inch fell over Vero Beach, and 2.3 inches doused 
Miami. 

Snow again surged over the beleaguered Rockies 
and central Plains. Up to a half-foot of addi- 
tional snow settled over parts of Colorado and 
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Mar. 31-April 6, 1980 
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Freezing Weather 
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Kansas. Goodland, northwestern Kansas, notched 
a record snow depth of 17 inches, surpassing the 
1929 mark by 1 inch. 

To the south, unsettled weather touched off 
heavy rains, hail, and tornadoes from Texas across 
the Gulf Coastal States to Florida. More than 
2.5 inches fell at Baton Rouge, La., and New 
Orleans gathered about 6 inches of rain. One to 
2 inches soaked Biloxi, southern Mississippi, 
Mobile, southern Alabama, and Tallahassee, Fla. 

Six tornadoes were sighted--four in Texas and 
One each in Oklahoma and Arkansas. Large hail 
pummeled an area near Dallas/Fort Worth and 
McAlester, southeastern Oklahoma. 

Snow persisted from Wyoming through southern 
Minnesota on Thursday. A half-foot fell at 
Imperial, southwestern Nebraska, running the ground 
total to 22 inches. Three inches whitened Sioux 
City, western Iowa, and Rochester, southeastern 
Minnesota. 

Rain dampened parts of the same region and 
stretched through the Great Lakes to the Ohio 
Valley. A half-inch soaked Lafayette, western 
Indiana, while 1.4 inches soaked Dayton, south- 
western Ohio. Hail and a tornado hit the area. 
The twister touched down outside Champaign, 
eastern Illinois, and strong winds and hail bat- 
tered Crawfordsville, western Indiana. | 

In the Southeast, light rain dampened some sec- 
tions of Florida, but severe weather stormed just 
to the north. Very large hail pounded Attapulgus 
and Cairo, both in southwestern Georgia. 

In contrast, the weather was sunny and relative- 
ly warm in New England; Caribou, northern Maine, 
at 53°, tallied a record high reading, toppling 
the 1953 mark by 4 degrees. 

Rain fell ovez the East and West Coasts, but 
clear weather finally prevailed over the Plains 
on Friday. 


Rain fell nearly the entire length of the 
Atlantic Seaboard. A sampling of rain amounts 
included 1.8 inches at Alma, southeastern Georgia, 
an inch at Providence, R.I., and three-quarters 
inch at Eastport, on Maine's coast. Thunderstorms 
carried 80- to 90-mph winds to Edenton, north- 
eastern North Carolina, and Norfolk, southeastern 
Virginia. A tornado touched down near Bannockburn, 
southern Georgia. 

Rain spanned the Pacific Coast, but amounts 
failed to reach a half-inch. 

The remainder of the snow drifted out of the 
country, but not before blanketing Alpena, north- 
ern Michigan, with a half-foot. 


Light rain continued in the West, but a high 
pressure system dominated much of the eastern half 
of the Nation with mostly sunny skies on Saturday. 


Up to a half-inch of rain moistened a region 
from Washington State through the northern half 
of California. Some snow fell in the high eleva- 
tions. Showers dotted parts of the Rockies, Texas, 
and the north central United States. A thunder- 
storm rolled over Miami, Fla., dumping nearly a 
half-inch of rain. 


On Sunday, showers and thunderstorms covered 
much of the Mississippi Valley, extending to the 
Great Lakes, Ohio and Tennessee Valleys, and Gulf 
Coast. New Orleans received three-quarters inch 
of rain, and La Crosse, western Wisconsin, and 
Houghton, northern Michigan, accumulated more than 
a half-inch. Hail peppered parts of Missouri, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

One-half to 1 inch of rain fell over the Pacific 
Northwest, with light snow edging over the inland's 
high elevations. 

In the early morning, Bristol, eastern Tennessee, 
measured a record low reading of 28°, 1 degree 
below the 1975 mark. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


March 31 - April 6 


HIGHLIGHTS: More snow blanketed the west central 
Plains stressing livestock in Kansas and Colorado 
and causing some losses among mature and newborn 
animals. Rains continued to pour into the Gulf 
Coast States slowing fieldwork to a crawl. Soil 
moisture rated adequate to mostly surplus through- 
out the Nation except short on the northern Great 
Plains. Farmers had only 1 to 3 days suitable 

for fieldwork because of wet soils. Plowing 
appeared to be on schedule except in the south 
central States; however, this was because most 

of the plowing already accomplished was done last 
fall. Winter wheat rated fair to good; greening 
was observed as far north.as Montana. Spring small 
grain seeding became widespread although late. 
Cotton planting was on schedule in the Southwest 
and finally began in the Southeast. Corn planting 
advanced actively across the South but lagged the 
progress of recent years. Pastures rated fair 

to good, but most acreage was too wet to graze. 
Fuel supplies generally rated adequate throughout 
the Nation. LP gas stood at 4% tight, 94% ade- 
quate, and 3% surplus. Diesel fuel scored 7% 
tight, 91% adequate, and 2% surplus. Gasoline 
rated 6% tight, 92% adequate, and 2% surplus. 
SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat rated fair to good 
throughout the Nation. Most areas reported only 
minor to no winterkill or wind damage. Some 
Pacific Northwest winter wheat growers reseeded 
some acreage. Low temperatures throughout the 
West slowed growth and greening; however, winter 
wheat as far north as Montana broke dormancy. 
Early wheat fields headed in the Southwest. 
Further east, southern wheat fields reached the 
jointing stage. Low temperatures and snow slowed 
development of winter wheat from Oklahoma northward 
into Kansas and Colorado. 

Oats seeding became widespread throughout the 
north central States ranging from 1% in Indiana 
and South Dakota to 5% in Iowa and Nebraska and 
45% in Kansas. These figures generally were on 
a par with last year but well behind the average. 
Barley seeding ranged from 1% in South Dakota to 
13% in Idaho and 30% in Kansas. Spring wheat seed- 
ing stood at 2% in South Dakota and 22% in Idaho. 


OTHER CROPS: Cotton planting finally began in 
the wet Southeast. Georgia growers attained 5% 
complete, short of last year's 18% and the 11% 
average. Alabama growers just got started, while 
on the average, 4% of the acreage usually was 
planted. Wet soils slowed Arkansas land prepara- 
tions. Oklahoma cotton producers prepared 45% 
of the acreage surpassing last year's 35% and the 
10% average. Texas cotton seeding reached 11%, 
equaling last year and the average. Low tempera- 
tures slowed Arizona cotton planting which stood 
at 25%, 2 points below last year. California 
cotton planting advanced actively to 17%, equaling 
last year. 

Corn planting advanced across the South but 
did not reach into the major north central States. 
Wet soils slowed progress in most areas. Only 
Texas corn planting exceeded last year and the 
average. Progress in other States fell well behind 
recent years. Georgia producers planted 28% of 


the acreage, compared with 73% last year and the 
54% average. South Carolina progress stood at 
6%, hardly a tenth of 1979's 56% and well behind 
the 50% average. 

Among the major producing States, only Texas 
reported grain sorghum planting. At 68%, Texas 
planting was well ahead of 1979's 35% and the 45% 
average. Oklahoma seedbed preparation stood at 
35% complete, surpassing last year's 30% and the 
20% average. Rice seeding remained confined to 
the Texas and Louisiana Guif Coast. Arkansas and 
California producers prepared land but had not 
seeded any rice. 


FRUITS & NUTS: Deciduous fruit growers continued 
pruning late-blooming trees and applied sprays 
throughout all major production areas. Deciduous 
fruit buds swelled as far north as New Jersey. 
Virginia orchard bloom was delayed by cool tempera- 
tures. Apricots bloomed in Oregon and Idaho. 
Peaches bloomed in Oregon and the middle Atlantic 
States. Early pears and apples bloomed in the 
Pacific Northwest. California apples, cherries, 
and walnuts also bloomed. Texas pecan buds 
swelled with some trees leafing out in southern 
areas. 

Florida citrus trees rated excellent with ade- 
quate soil moisture. Bloom for the 1980 crop was 
complete. The Florida Valencia harvest increased; 
the grapefruit harvest continued active. Texas 
growers harvested Valencias as citrus bloom neared 
its end. Arizona grapefruit picking held steady, 
although supplies were limited; the Valencia har- 
vest gained momentum nearing peak volume. 
California grapefruit movement was slow. A heavy 
lemon pick moved from southern California. The 
Navel harvest continued in central areas, while 
the Valencia harvest advanced statewide. 


VEGETABLES: Wet, cool conditions delayed vegetable 
planting along the Atlantic Coast States. South 
Carolina producers planted significant acreages 

of tomatoes, cucumbers, snap beans, and watermelons, 
but progress lagged recent years. Most activity 
centered in California, Arizona, Texas, and Florida. 
California growers harvested asparagus, broccoli, 
celery, lettuce, and strawberries. Arizona lettuce 
moved from central areas as the western harvest 
tapered off. Texas growers harvested cabbage, 
carrots, and onions. Planted crops grew well as 
seeding of additional acreage continued actively 
throughout the State. Florida vegetable shipments 
declined 2% from the previous week. Squash sup- 
plies increased considerably but cauliflower, 
lettuce, okra, peppers, and tomatoes all showed 
declines. Overall vegetable conditions ranged 

from fair to very good. 


PASTURES & LIVESTOCK: Pastures generally rated 
fair to good with a few western pastures rating 
excellent. Grasslands showed seasonal improvement 
in all areas, although wet soils tended to curb 
grazing. Only the northern Great Plains reported 
low soil moisture. Subnormal temperatures slowed 
growth in many western areas. Cattle generally 
rated fair to mostly good with the exception of 
stress induced by snows in the west central Plains. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 6, 1980 
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and 
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Temperature 


OF 


Precipitation 


Relative 
Humidity, 
percent 


Number of Days 
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Tempera- 
° tation 


ture ~F 





maximum 


Extreme 


Departure 
from normal 
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Weekly 
total, 


Departure 
from normal 


Greatest in 
24-hour,in. 


te 


Total, 


Since March 3 


normal 
Since March 3 


Pct. 


Average 
maximum 
minimum 


90 and 
above 

32 and 
below 
-O1 inch 
or more 
-50 inch 
or more 





ALA.Birmingham. . 
MOWLI@. © © « e 
Montgomery. .. 

ALASKA. Anchorage. 
BAPTOW. « © © @ 
Fairbanks ... 
Kodiak. . . ° 
NOM@sc © 0 « @ 

ARIZ.Flagstaff. 
Phoenix ... 
TUCSON. « « e 
Winslow .. . 
TUR co 30 8 

ARK.Fort Smith. 
Little Rock . 


CALIF.Bakersfield . 


Bureka. « «© © « 
Fr@Bno. « «© © « 
Los Angeles . 
Red Bluff . 
San Diego... . 
San Francisco 
Stockton. 
COLO.Denver. . 
Grand Junction. 
Pueblo. . « « e 
CONN. Bridgeport 
MOAPCZONRGs « © « 
D.C.Washington. 
FLA. Apalachicola. 
Daytona Beach , 
Ft. Myers .. -« 
Jacksonville. . 
Key West. . 
Miami . ° 
Orlando... 
Tallahassee . 
Tampa . 0 « e 
W.Palm Beach. 
GA. Atlanta. ° 
Augusta . 
Macon ,. 
Savannah. 
HAWAII.Hilo . 
Honolulu. 
Kahului 
Lihue .. 
IDAHO. Boise 
Lewiston. 
Pocatello 
ILL.Cairo . 
Chicago . ° 
Moline. ° « 
PeGPaa. 2s % 
Rockford. .. 
Springfield . 
IND.Evansville. 
Ft. Wayne... 
Indianapolis. 
South Bend. . 
IOWA. Burlington 
Des Moines. . 
Dubuque ... 
Sioux City. . 
KANS.Concordia. 
Dodge City. . 
Goodland. .. 
ns « & wv « 
WaGmaee-« « ss 


- Lexington. 
Louisville. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 6, 1980 
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Temperature 


OF 


Precipitation 


Relative 
Humidity, 
percent 
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of Days 
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Precipi- 
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Extreme 
Extreme 


Departure 
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total, 


in. 
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from normal 


Greatest in 
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since March 3 


Total, in., 


normal 
since March 3 


Pct. 


Average 
maximum 
minimum 


90 and 
above 


32 and 
below 


.0O1 inch 
or more 


.50 inch 
or more 





LA.Baton Rouge. 
Lake Charles. 
New Orleans . 
Shreveport. 

MAINE.Caribou 
Portland. . 

MD.Baltimore. 

MASS.Boston . 
Chatham. . 

MICH.Alpena 
Detroit. . 
FRAG «02 
Grand Rapids. 
Houghton Lake 
Lansing .. . 
Marquette. . 
Muskegon. .. 

S. Ste. Marie 

MINN.Duluth. . 
Internatl. Falls 
Minneapolis 
Rochester . 
St. Cloud . 

MISS.Jackson, 
Meridian. . 

MO.Columbia . 
Kansas City 
St. Louis . 
Springfield 

MONT. Billings 
Glasgow. . 
Great Falls 
Havre .« « 
Helena. .. 
Kalispell . 
Miles City. 
Missoula. .. 

NEBR.Grand Islan 
RameOae:.. « x 
Norfolk . 
N.Platte. 
Omaha. . 
Valentine 

NEV.Ely.. 

Las Vegas. 
Reno. . . 
Winnemucca. .. 


NemeCOMCOFPG « 6 e« « 


. * . . - . a . +. . 7 . . . 7 . 
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N.J.Atlantic City 
SPOOton « € 8 
N.MEX. Albuquerque 
Roswell... 
N.Y.Albany. . 
Binghamton. 
Buffalo . 
New York. 
Rochester 
Syracuse. 
N.C. Asheville 
Charlotte . 
Greensboro. 
Hatteras. . 
Raleigh. . 
Wilmington. 
N.DAK. Bismarck. 
Fargo . « « « 
Williston. . 
OHIO. Akron-Canto 
Cincinnati. . 
Cleveland . 


Columbus. . . 
Daytom. .« « « 
Toledo. .« « « 
Youngstown. . 
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Relative Number of Days 


Temperature °F Precipitation Humidity,] Tempera-| Precipi- 
percent ture °F | tation 
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and 
Stations 


in. 
in., 


minimum 
Extreme 
high 
Extreme 

low 
Departure 
from normal 
Weekly 
total, 
Departure 
from normal 
Greatest in 
24-hours,in. 
Total, 
since March 3 
Pct. normal 
Since March 3 
Average 
maximum 

90 and 
above 

32 and 
below 

-0O1 inch 

or more 

-50 inch 

or more 





OKLA.Okla. City 
Tulea . e « 
OREG. Astoria. 
Burns .. e« 
Medford. . 
Pendleton . 
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Portland. 
Salem... 
PA. Allentown 
Erie. « « 

Harrisburg. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. . 
Scranton. .. 
R.I.Providence. . 
S.C.Charleston. . 
Columbia. « « « 
Greenville. .. 
S.DAK.Aberdeen. . 
Huron . « «© « « 
Rapid City... 
Sioux Falls. . 
TENN. — te 
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Nashville ° 
TEX.Abilene ° 
Amarillo. .. 
Austin. 
Beaumont. .. 
Brownsville . 
Corpus Christi 
Del Rio... 
El Paso . 
Fort Worth. 
Galveston . 
Houston . 
Lubbock . 
Midland. . 
San Angelo. 
San Antonio 
Victoria. ° 
Waco. .«« -« ° 
Wichita Falls ° 
UTAH.Blanding . 
Salt Lake City. 
VT.Burlington . 
VA.Lynchburg. 
Norfolk. . 
Richmond. . 
Roanoke . . 
WASH.Colville 
Omak. . « « 
Quillayute. 
Seattle-Taco 
Spokane. . 
Walla Walla 
Yakima... 
W.VA.Beckley. 
Charleston. 
, Huntington. 
Parkersburg 
WISC.Green Bay. 
La Crosse . 
Madison . 
Milwaukee 
WYO.Casper. 
Cheyenne. . 
Lander. .. 
Sheridan. 
P.R.San Juan. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures 1° subnormal. Rainfall 
varied; none some northern areas, 3.00 in. Geneva. 
Fieldwork: 0.6 day suitable. Soil moisture 

surplus. Corn 12% planted, 33% 1979, 16% aver- 
age. Cotton planting starting, 4% average. Wheat 
7% headed, 5% 1979. Pastures fair; wheat fair to 
good. 


ARIZONA: Unseasonably cool temperatures. Two 
strong cold fronts brought rain during lst 3 days 
of week. Temperatures averaged 2 to 7° below 
normal. 

Small grains continue making good progress. 
Small grains 50 to 60% headed. Green color fading 
west. Upland cotton 25% planted, last year 27%. 
Cold weather slowing planting. Good progress con- 
tinued sugarbeets, safflower. Alfalfa haying 
continued. lst cutting approaching 100%. 2d 
cutting complete Yuma area. Lettuce harvest full 
swing central, tapering off west. Harvest mixed 
vegetables seasonal progress. Cantaloups, water- 
melons good growth, especially west. Deciduous 
fruit trees, grapes lush new growth, trees, vines 
good condition. Citrus harvest active. Grape- 
fruit picking steady, limited; Valencia orange 
harvest gaining momentum nearing full volume. 

LP gas, diesel, gasoline supplies adequate. North- 
ern range conditions mostly good. Water supplies 
adequate but cold weather slowed annual grass 
growth. Southern ranges mostly fair condition 
with short to adequate water supplies. Cattle 

fair condition south, good condition north. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures east below normal, west 
near normal. Rainfall light. 

Wet fields limited land preparation. Field- 
work: 3 days available. Soil moisture surplus. 
Diesel, gasoline and LP gas 19% surplus, 81% ade- 
quate. Soybeans land preparation limited by wet 
fields. Fertilizer and herbicides applied as 
weather permitted. Rice fields prepared for 
planting. Cotton field preparation limited by 
wet conditions. Few planted fields of sorghum up. 


No corn planted. Wheat fair, jointing. Oats fair, 
showing good growth. Winterkill slight. Peaches 
blooming. Pruning apples and grapes. Pastures 


in average condition. Cattle in good condition. 
CALIFORNIA: Average temperatures below normal. 
Precipitation light and general missing only most 
of desert area. Considerable cloud cover kept 
overnight minimum temperatures above freezing in 
main agricultural areas. Greatest temperature 
departure was in southeast interior. 

Preplant activities increased rapidly as soils 
dried. Small grains good progress; early plantings 
heading. Some grain hay cut. Oats, winter forage 
and alfalfa being green chopped. Irrigating small 
grains. Winds dried Sacramento Valley rice fields; 
planting preparations active. Alfalfa harvest 
becoming general. Cotton planting becoming active; 
17% seeded, same as last year. Sugarbeet harvest, 
planting active, weed control, irrigating, spray- 
ing. Very light avocado harvest. Apples, cher- 
ries, walnuts blooming. Grapes leafing out. 
Grapefruit movement slow; good quality, color. 
Heavy lemon pick south. Navel orange harvest 
continued central, excellent quality. Valencia 
harvesting statewide, good quality, large sizes. 
Artichoke harvest past peak central coast. Aspar- 


agus cutting all areas; some fields going to fern 





desert. Cool weather slowing broccoli growth cen- 
tral coast but supplies steady. Celery harvest 
complete San Diego; Orange, Ventura Counties 
hitting production gaps. Lettuce harvest complete 
desert, near peak San Joaquin Valley. Potato 
harvest near end Riverside, digging to start Kern 
County next week. Strawberry volume increasing 
south coast. Light shipments Santa Maria, picking 
Started Salinas. Transplanting sweetpotatoes 
Merced County. Range, pasture conditions continue 
excellent. Warmer temperatures needed for growth. 
Soil moisture reduced by wind southern areas. 
Movement bees into citrus, other fruit orchards 
active. Fuels generally adequate. 


COLORADO: Continued cold and wet. Heavy snow 
with blizzard conditions across mountains and 
eastern plains through midweek. Widely scattered 
Showers balance of week. Temperatures averaged 

6 to 12° below normal. 

Winter wheat very good condition, wind damage 
light; 9% pastured. Oats 6% seeded, 4% 1979, 23% 
average. Spring wheat 6% seeded. Barley 9% 
seeded, 11% 1979, 20% average. Sugarbeets 1% 
seeded, 1% 1979, 16% average. All livestock under 
stress from storms; some locally heavy losses of 
newborn animals. Ranges and pastures good condi- 
tion. Fieldwork: 0.5 day suitable. All fuel 
supplies adequate. 


FLORIDA: Rains fell every day over some part of 
State, Frontal systems moving south stalled and 
moved back north over surges of warm tropical air. 
Saturated Panhandle and north soils dried some at 
early week but rains returned by midweek, gradually 
ending on 4th. Rains more variable central and 
south, occurring almost every day. Little or no 
rain southwest but up to 3.00 in. fell in areas 
along lower east coast. Amounts of 1.00 in. common 
central areas with up to 2.00 in. some localities. 
Clear skies, dry air returned at weekend but skies 
clouded again on 5th. Temperatures averaging above 
normal by 8 to 9° south and 3 to 6 elsewhere. 

Much above normal rainfall continued Panhandle, 
north. Central, southeast sections also had more 
rain than usual. Southwest dry. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate south and exces- 
sive west. Corn, tobacco planting progress slow. 
Planting peanuts, early soybeans about to begin. 
Small grains good condition. Sugarcane harvest 
virtually complete. Young cane good condition. 
Fuel supplies mostly adequate. Pasture responding 
to warmer weather. Supplemental feeding decreased. 
Pastures good to excellent Panhandle, south; poor 
to fair elsewhere. Cattle fair condition. Citrus 
tree condition excellent, adequate moisture all 
areas, bloom complete. Valencia orange harvest 
increasing. Grapefruit harvest continued active. 
Overall vegetable crop condition fair to very good. 
Harvest, other fieldwork very active. Quality, 
size, yields good to very good but variable some 
crops. Plants making very good growth as weather 
ideal. Overall vegetable shipments down 2%. Sup- 
plies squash increased considerably; snap beans, 
carrots, chinese cabbage, cucumbers, eggplant, 
potatoes, radishes also increased. Cabbage, celery, 
sweet corn, escarole, parsley, strawberries held 
Steady but cauliflower, lettuce, okra, peppers, 
tomatoes decreased. Potato digging steady; light 
harvest spring crop underway. Strawberry picking 
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continued. Very light watermelon harvest expected 
this week from southwest area. 


GEORGIA: Heavy rains; as much as 3.00 to 11.74 in. 
Temperatures generally above normal averaging 
mid-50's mountains to mid-60's south. 

Soil moisture surplus. Fieldwork: 1 day 
suitable. Wet fields still hindrance to field- 
work. Corn 28% planted, last year 73%, average 
54%; poor to mostly fair condition. Tobacco 34% 
transplanted, last year 74%, average 66%; mostly 
fair to good condition. Watermelons 31% planted, 
last year 74%, average 70%; poor to mostly fair 
condition. Cotton 5% planted, last year 18%, 
average 11%. Peanuts 2% planted, last year 3%, 
average 4%. Sorghum 0% planted this year, 4% 
last year. Small grains fair to mostly good. 
Pastures improved, condition fair to mostly good. 
Vegetable planting still delayed, condition poor 
to fair. LP gas 95% adequate, diesel fuel 95% 
adequate, gasoline 93% adequate. 


HAWAII: Wet weather continued parts Hawaiian 
Chain but less than previous several weeks. Farm 
activities still not normal. Wet fields keeping 
crop progress slow. Diseases, spoilage losses 
affecting yield, quality of leafy vegetables. 
Vegetable supplies declined for head cabbage, 
chinese cabbage and semi-head lettuce production 
compared to last week. Others generally light to 
moderate. Banana supplies light. Despite wet 
weather, papaya disease incidence light. Spraying 
frequent. Production increase anticipated. Pine- 
apple harvest slow. Sugar harvesting affected 
Island Maui from wet weather. 
Pastures generally fair to good. 
adequate. 


Fuel supplies 


IDAHO: Cool, cloudy. Below normal temperatures. 
Precipitation well below normal except Idaho Falls 
and Pocatello. 

Increase in fieldwork. Fieldwork: 3 days 
Suitable. Percent of crops planted: Spring wheat 
22%, spring barley 13%, both ahead of 1979 rate, 
Sugarbeets 14%, onions 32%, dry peas 4%, all below 
1979 rate. Winter wheat in good condition. Seed 
potatoes being sorted and shipped. Apricots in 
bloom. Calving near completion; some herds turned 
onto ranges. Lambing nearly finished, some flocks 
being sheared. Fuel supplies adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures normal to 4° above normal. 
Precipitation 0.20 to 0.70 in. 

Soil moisture adequate. Winter wheat good. 
Oat seeding 3% complete, 5% 1979, 30% average. 
Alfalfa good. Plowing 1980 corn, soybean acreage 
75% complete, 70% 1979, 70% average. Winter 
freeze damage apples, peaches, mostly light to no 
damage. Pastures fair to good. 


INDIANA: Cloudy, wet. Temperatures averaged near 
normal and ranged from 30 to 76°. Precipitation 


0.50 to 0.80 in. Sunshine 47% of possible. Soil 
temperatures 2° below normal. 

Fieldwork nil. Topsoil moisture surplus. Sub- 
soil moisture adequate to mostly surplus. Spring 


planted crops 55% plowed, 1979 50%, average 50%. 
Oats 1% seeded, 1979 1%, average 25%. Wheat fair 
to good condition; 3 in. high, 1979 3 in., average 
4 in. Clover 45% seeded, 1979 45%. Apple buds 
70% alive, 1979 65%; peach buds 60%, 1979 60%. 


IOWA: Mild with moderate precipitation, falling 
mostly at midweek partly as wet snow northwest but 
rain elsewhere. 

Oat acreage seeded 5%, last year 1%, normal 24%. 
Topsoil, subsoil moisture adequate. Plowing 53% 
complete, last year 50%, normal 56%. Fieldwork: 


Other Islands active. 


0.5 day suitable. Livestock in good condition; re- 
placements slow, tight money. 


KANSAS: Precipitation 0.50 in. southwest to 
locally over 3.00 in. elsewhere from heavy snow 
northwest and west central and rains elsewhere. 
Temperatures averaged 43° northwest to 51° south- 
east and south central, 2 to 4° below normal west 
to near normal to 2° below central and east. 

Snowstorms threatened livestock resulting in 
some deaths northwest. Fields and lots very muddy. 
Oats seeding 45%, 35% last year, 65% average. 
Barley 30% complete, 45% last year, 70% average. 
Wheat condition improved, light wind damage. Soil- 
borne mosaic more evident. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures near normal; little pre- 
cipitation averaged less than 0.25 in. 

Surplus moisture limited fieldwork. Some pro- 
gress in plowing and tobacco bed seeding. Plowing 
38% complete, average 46%. Tobacco beds 40% 
seeded, average 75%. Beds with plants emerged 
at 10% behind normal 20%. Pasture and small grains 
making good growth. Spring work 11 days behind 
normal. Warm dry weather needed. 


LOUISIANA: Rain statewide, flooding southeast 
where totals were 4.00 to 6.00 in. Temperatures 
normal to 2° below. Extremes: 39 and 86 . 
Fieldwork: 0.8 day suitable. Soil moisture 
surplus. Spring plowing 43%. Corn planting 27%, 
36% 1979, 40% average. Rice planting 26%, 23% 
1979, 36% average. Sugarcane good, some flood 
damage. Strawberries damaged, excessive rain. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 2° 
above normal. Highs in low 60's, lows in low 40's. 
Precipitation averaged 2.00 in. Breezy and mild 
Sth; fair and warm 6th. 

Soil moisture supplies mostly surplus. 
fieldwork slow due to wet fields. Small grains 
in good to fair condition. Tobacco growers strip- 
ping and preparing for market. Fruit prospects 
appear good. 


Spring 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures averaged 1 to 4° above 
normal, with warming trend at end of week. Pre- 
cipitation light over upper and northern Lower 
while amounts over southern Lower generally ex- 
ceeded 1.00 in. Snow disappeared except for 
spotty amounts in Upper. No weather damage to 
crops or livestock. Main farm activities: 
Machinery preparation and livestock feeding. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 6° above normal 
north to 3° above normal south. Extremes: 70 and 
18°. Precipitation averaged 0.38 in. below normal 
north and central, and 0.22 in. above normal south 
central and southeast. Precipitation totals ranged 
from none most of north and traces most of central 
to more than 1.00 in. parts of south central and 
southeast. Snowfall 1 to 9 in. across south; 
traces or none elsewhere. Snow depth mainly traces 
north central and northeast; none elsewhere. 


MISSISSIPPI: 
30 and 80°. 
Soil moisture mostly surplus northern third, 

excessive to surplus central and south. Field- 
work: 0.8 day suitable. Another week of rain 

kept most farmers out of fields. Northern third 
dried enough for some fertilizer and herbicide 

to be applied. Preparation of land for spring 
planting and planting of corn and watermelons well 
behind last year. Plowing 27% complete, 46% 1979, 
53% average. Corn 13% planted, 30% 1979, 27% aver- 
age. Watermelons 16% planted, 62% 1979. Winter 


Temperatures below normal. Extremes: 


wheat 48% jointing, 51% 1979; condition good to 














April 8, 1980 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 














t | + 





COMPUTED TO 50° F. BASE WITH DAILY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LIMITED TO 86° F. 








il o™ 
OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50° F. 
OR MORE. | 


ee ey 
TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS (GDD) 
t March 1-April 6, 1980 | af 


Ut 





Ae 





T National Weather Service, NOAA \ 





fair. Livestock, pastures fair to good condition. 
Fuel supplies adequate. 

MISSOURI: Temperatures 3° below normal. Precipi- 
tation averaged 1.25 in. 

Fieldwork: 0.8 days suitable. Plowing 54% 
complete for spring planted crops, last year 60%, 
normal 49%. Oats 14% sown, last year 26%, normal 
54%. Condition of winter wheat and pasture fair 


to good. Supply of hay and other roughages ade- 
quate to surplus. Topsoil moisture adequate to 
surplus. Fuel supplies mostly adequate. 





MONTANA: Major spring storm hit south central. 
Precipitation of 1.00 to 4.00 in. accompanied 
storm. 
from Canada to Rogers Pass on 1st and 2d with 1 to 
4 feet of new snow. Some precipitation fell over 
almost all state with lightest amounts over west. 
Temperatures were 1 to 3~ above normal. 
Moisture short to adequate. Winter wheat 


greening, condition fair. Fieldwork generally 
not started. Calving 50% complete, lambing 45% 
complete, shearing 55% complete. Losses of new- 


born calves and lambs less than normal but some 
losses during recent storms. Pastures and ranges 
greening. 


NEBRASKA: Snow west amounts up to 25 in.; rain 
east and southeast amounts averaged over 3.00 in. 
Temperatures near normal. 

Oats planting 5% complete, year ago 5%, normal 
35%. Winter wheat condition rated good. Topsoil 
moisture surplus. Subsoil moisture surplus to 
adequate. Fieldwork: zero days suitable due to 
wet soils. 


Pre- 
Almost nil 


NEVADA: Cold early, storm near end of week. 
cipitation light to moderate north. 


Heavy snow fell along east slopes of Divide 


extreme south. Temperatures averaged below normal. 
Extremes: 75 and 14°. 

Winter grains greening slowly due cold weather. 
Fieldwork hampered by high winds. Calving, lamb- 
ing continued. 

NEW ENGLAND: 
6° of normal. 


Temperatures averaged within 5 to 
Light precipitation in south and 


west on 2d and 3d and northern border on 5th. 
Storm on 4th dropped from 0.50 to 1.25 in. 
most of region but only 0.25 in. 
Maine. 


over 
in northern 







NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged near normal. 
Extremes: 26 and 699. Rainfall averaged 1.69 in. 
north, 1.67 in. central, 1.63 in. south. Soil 


moisture in percent of field capacity averaged 
99% north, 98% central, 98% south. Soil temper- 
ature averaged 43° north, 46% central, 51° south. 
Early planting behind schedule due to rains. 
Warmer weekend temperatures beneficial but most 
fields remain too wet for soil preparation and 


planting. Pastures and fall seeded grains begin- 
ning to make growth. Fruit buds beginning to 
swell. 


NEW MEXICO: High winds statewide, scattered pre- 
cipitation and cooler temperatures first half of 
week. Precipitation totaled less than 0.50 in. 
Irrigated wheat and barley generally good con- 
dition with some fair. Dryland crop fair condition. 
Crops treated for insects are responding. Lettuce 
and onions good condition. Bee losses reported in 
Dona Ana and Sierra areas. Ranges fair with sup- 
plemental feeding. Cattle and sheep fair to good 
condition. Calving and lambing near complete. 


NEW YORK: Near normal average temperatures were 
in mid-30's in northern mountains to low to mid- 
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40's elsewhere. Precipitation 0.50 to 1.25 in. 
above normal fell in southeast. Elsewhere near to 
slightly below normal precipitation. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 2 to 6° above normal. 
Precipitation mostly light. 

Fieldwork: 3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Conditions of wheat, oats, 
barley, rye mostly good, improving; pastures fair 
to mostly good, improving; Irish potatoes fair to 
good, declining; peaches mostly good; truck crops 
fair to mostly good; tobacco beds fair to mostly 
good, improving. Tobacco plant supply adequate. 
Plantings of Irish potatoes 35%; corn 4%; summer 
cabbage, sorghum, flue tobacco underway. Major 
activities: Tending plant beds, fertilizing small 
grains and pastures, preparing land for spring 
planting. 
NORTH DAKOTA: Mild, dry. Temperatures averaged 
5 to 10° above normal. Reached lower 70's through 
central portions on 6th. Extremes: 17° southwest 
to 74° west central. Soil temperatures rose above 
freezing mark through most of central and south. 
No measurable precipitation. 

Field activity beginning to increase with 
warmer temperatures. Concern over low soil mois- 
ture levels. Calving and lambing continued with 
livestock in excellent condition. 


OHIO: Precipitation about normal north and central; 
0.50 in. below normal south. Cloudiness slowed 
field drying. Some drying occurred 5th and 6th 
as sunny warm weather prevailed. Temperatures 
ranged from 26 to 69°. Average temperatures 1° 
below to 2° above normal. Soil temperatures in- 
creased only slightly. Minimums averaged from 
upper 30's to around 40° and maximums from mid-40's 
to around 50°. 

Livestock have yet to be pastured. Hay stocks 
plentiful, pastures that have greened generally 
too wet to enter. No shortages of LP gas, gasoline, 
or diesel. Land plowed 60%, 65% 1979, 65% average. 


Oats seeded 10%, less than 5%, 10% 1979, 15% average. 


Tobacco 


1 day 
Soil 


Sugarbeets planted 0%, 0% 1979, 5% average. 
sown 5%, 35% 1979, 40% average. Fieldwork: 
favorable. Pasture condition fair to good. 
moisture surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Cool; some of highest temperatures 
reached over weekend. Northwest coolest averaging 
6° below normal, while east and southeast near 
normal. Rainfall 0.10 in. southwest to 0.60 in. 
north central. 

Wheat and small grain conditions improved. 
Cooler Panhandle temperatures, snow slowed wheat 
growth. Late planted wheat being grazed with 
supplemental feeding needed. Some wheat being 
grazed out or plowed under in west central, south- 
west. Wheat making excellent growth with little 
insect activity north. Wheat development behind 
average, jointed 30%, 45% 1979, 50% average. Oats 
and barley near normal, oats jointed 25%, 35% 1979, 
25% average; barley jointed 20%, 40% 1979, 25% 
average. Corn planted 50%, 65% 1979, 60% average. 
Seedbed preparation: Sorghum 35%, 30% 1979, 20% 
average; soybeans 30%, 30% 1979, 20% average; 
cotton 45%, 35% 1979, 10% average. Fieldwork: 

4.3 days suitable. 


OREGON: Temperatures varied from normal to 5° 
below; some spots 10° below normal. Precipitation 
ranged from 0.30 to 0.60 in. most areas west of 
Cascades; from traces to 0.30 in. east of Cascades. 
Soil moisture adequate to mostly surplus west; 
mostly adequate east. Winter wheat condition good; 
some reseeding underway in Columbia Basin. Spring 
seeding underway. Sugarbeets being planted in 


Malheur County. Peaches and apricots in full bloom 
or past bloom; sprays being applied. Spraying and 
pruning continuing in Hood River and Wasco Counties. 
Early pears and apples beginning to bloom. Cane- 
berry training complete; leaf growth apparent. 

Green peas, onions, and early potato plantings 
underway. Livestock condition fair to mostly 

good. Feeder lambs moving off grass seed fields. 
Range and pastures fair to good condition. Pas- 
tures growing in west; too cool in east. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Somewhat more settled conditions 
provided 4 days of sunshine and mild. Afternoon 
temperatures reached into 50's and 60's last four 
days. Extremes: 69 and 25°. Rain, sleet, snow, 
drizzle 3lst and more rain 2d and 4th totaled 
0.50 in. west to 2.00 in. southeast with 0.50 to 
1.00 in. common elsewhere. New snow 3 to 6 in. 
east. 

Normal winter chores. 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall none, 0.69 in. below 
normal. Temperatures averaged about 77 to 78° on 
coast and 74 to 75° interior. Extremes: 92 and55°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: 
highest during midweek reaching 82°. 
colder 5th with scattered frost 6th. 
subnormal. 

Soil moisture generally excessive. Plowing 
27% completed. Corn condition fair; 6% planted 
and nearing critical planting period, 56% last 
year, 50% average. Wet, cold, causing yellowing 
some tobacco beds; others nearly oversized, sup- 
plies adequate; 3% transplanted where drained, 18% 
last year, 26% average; condition fair to good. 
Small grains fair to good. Peaches sprayed during 
bloom, condition fair to good, some moisture ex- 
cesses. Tomatoes fair to good, 82% planted, 83% 
last year; cucumber fair, 49% planted, 76% last 
year; snap beans fair, 63% planted, 76% last year; 
watermelons poor to fair due to moisture problems, 
22% planted, 52% last year, 60% average. 


Temperatures averaged near normal, 
Sharply 
Rainfall 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Cool, wet early week but warmed to 
60's and 70's. Average temperature 8° sybnormal 
to 7° above normal. Extremes: 75 and 6°. Pre- 
cipitation heaviest south, northeast very little. 

Fieldwork began on limited scale but halted by 
rain and snow. Main farm activities: Calving, 
lambing, pre-planting preparations. Topsoil 
moisture adequate or surplus except parts of 
northwest and central. Subsoil moisture supplies 
surplus in eastern pocket, short west and central, 
adequate elsewhere. Farm fuel supplies adequate. 
Winter wheat and rye fair to good condition; need 
moisture, some greening and sprouting. Livestock 
good condition. Ranges and pastures poor to fair 
condition. Stock water supplies low. Good lamb- 
ing and calving success. Feed supplies adequate. 
Calving 33% completed, lambing almost 67% com- 
pleted. Oats seeded 1%, 1979 0%, average 5%. 
Barley seeded 1%, 1979 0%, average 4%. Spring 
wheat seeded 2%, 1979 0%, average 6%. 


TENNESSEE: Rain 3d and 4th in advance of cold 
front on 4th. Amounts averaged 0.75 in. west, 0.50 
in. east. Temperatures averaged near normal. 

Fieldwork: 1.7 days suitable. Soil moisture 
surplus. Spring plowing 40% complete, 1979 42%, 
average 51%. Tobacco plantbeds 68% seeded, 1979 
80%, average 85%. Pastures fair to good. Cattle 
good, most now on pasture. Wheat and oats fair. 
Early corn planting begun. Gas and diesel fuel 
Supplies adequate. Fruit trees now in bloom. Ac- 
tivities: Fertilizing, mending fences and repair- 
ing equipment. Very limited fieldwork. 
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TEXAS: Fair weather dominated with exception of 
thunderstorms over north 2d, midweek showers over 
coastal areas. Temperatures near normal. Rain- 
fall generally 0.50 in. below normal. 

Cotton planted 11%, 11% 1979, 11% average. 

Rice planted 36%, 26% 1979, 61% average; emerged 
11%, 0% 1979. Sorghum planted 68%, 35% 1979, 

45% average. Corn planted 39%, 26% 1979, 34% 
average. Peanuts planted 0%, 3% 1979, 8% average. 

, Sugarbeets planted 44%, 63% 1979, 55% average. 
Ranges, pastures began to green following re- 
cent moisture. Additional moisture needed to con- 
tinue new growth. Stock water critically low many 

areas. Supplemental feeding continued but began 
to taper off. Marketing remained slow; prices 
depressed. Calving continued. Sheep, goat shear- 
ing active. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley cabbage, carrot harvests 
continued light volume. Onion harvest continued 
with limited supplies. Cantaloups, honeydew melons 
made rapid growth. Harvest Valencia oranges ac- 
tive. Citrus trees continued to bloom but nearing 
end. Coastal Bend cucumber planting continued. 
Some watermelon, cucumbers received slight wind 
damage. San Antonio-Winter Garden area carrot 
harvest continued light volume. Watermelon, canta- 
loup planting continued. East Texas tomato, water- 
melon planting active. North Texas cantaloup, 
watermelon, tomato planting continued. Potatoes, 
onions making normal growth. Cutworms continue 
to cause some damage. El Paso chili pepper plant- 
ing continued. Lettuce, cabbage, onions doing 


well. High Plains remaining onions and potatoes 
planted. Preparation active for summer planted 
crops. Peach trees leafing out most areas. Some 


spraying completed. Pecan buds swelling with some 
beginning to leaf out southern areas. 


UTAH: Scattered rain or snow forepart period and 
again weekend; amounts generally light to moderate 
but locally heavy. Average temperatures generally 
4 to 14° below normal. 

Soil moisture adequate for spring growth most 
ranges and dryland farms. Fieldwork: 2 days 
Suitable. Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
Irrigation water outlook much above average. 
Calving and lambing about 50% complete, shearing 
25%. Crops, range feed and livestock good condi- 
tion. Crop and range feed growth slow due to cool 
weather. Fruit lost in one county, but no losses 
in major producing area. Spring wheat and barley 
10% seeded. 


VIRGINIA: 
25 and 80°, 
in, 

Wet soils delay spring seedings. Topsoil 
moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork: 2.3 
days available. Pastures, wheat rated good to 
excellent. Peach prospects good; cool temperatures 
holding back blooming; full bloom expected within 
next ten days central valley. Tobacco plant beds: 


Temperatures above normal. Extremes: 
Precipitation totaled 1.00 to 2.00 





Flue-cured good, seeding virtually completed; 

burley condition improving, seeding 65% done. Sur- 
plus moisture continued to delay potato seedings 

on Eastern Shore. Corn plantings 2% done, 4% 1979, 
5% average; Tidewater, southeast seedings 2% 
finished, 5% 1979. Liming, fertilizing active. 
Seeding spring oats southwest. Applying herbicides 
to small grains, corn in Tidewater, southeast areas. 
Cattle producers marketing feeders. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures averaged near 
normal. Precipitation below normal. 

Soils drying. Early vegetable planting 
started. Blueberry, raspberry buds opening. 
Tulip harvest underway, field daffodil harvest 
nearly complete. Livestock moving to pasture. 
Green chopping in drier areas. 





East: Temperatures averaged near normal. Pre- 
cipitation below normal. 

Reseeding wheat in dryland areas. Preparing 
to plant spring grains, applying herbicides. Some 


foot rot. Orchard bloom on schedule. Spraying for 
pear psylla. Hop, mint, grape, asparagus planting. 
Still calving and lambing. Hay supplies short. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged slightly 
above normal. High 82°, low 26°. Precipitation 
slightly above normal except southwest where below 
normal. Light snow higher elevation 5th. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork: 
2.3 days suitable. Hay adequate to surplus. 
Grain and other feed supplies adequate. Fuels ade- 
quate to tight. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures averaged 1° above normal. 
Highs in 50's and 60's except for 30's on 3d. 
Lows in 20's and 30's except for teens north. Ex- 
tremes: 64 and 12°. Precipitation above normal 
south where 1.00 to 1.50 in. rain received 3d and 
6th. Snow of 1 to 3 in. 3d many areas. No snow- 
cover remaining except extreme north. Frost coming 
out, some southern areas frost-free. Frost depths 
averaged 19 in. as of 4th; decline of 11 in. from 
two weeks earlier but second greatest on record 
for that date. 

A little field preparation started south. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. Extremes: 
58 and 5°. Precipitation above normal. 

Topsoil and subsoil moisture adequate. Acreage 
planted: Spring wheat 10%, barley 21%; a few 
fields of oats, sugarbeets. Stormy weather, wet 
fields, snowcover slowing land preparation and 
planting. Winter wheat mostly good condition; 
wind damage light to non-existent. Spring calves 
born 50%, range ewes lambed 24%, farm flock ewes 
lambed 61%, range sheep shorn 28%, farm flock 
shorn 61%. Spring grazing fair to mostly good. 
Spring grazing fair to mostly good. Feed supplies 
mostly adequate. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


March 31 - April 6 


HIGHLIGHTS: 
USSR. Winter grains breaking dormancy in south...quite wet field conditions in some areas. 
EUROPE. Winter grain breaking dormancy in south and west...adequate soil moisture in most areas. 


CHINA. Wheat jointing*...abundant rainfall. 
Planting rice and other crops*...too wet in some areas. 


INDIA. Wheat should be turning color in north...good harvest weather. 


NORTHWESTERN 
AFRICA. Winter grains heading*...adequate soil moisture. 





ARGENTINA. Early soybeans pod-filling*...abundant rainfall. 





BRAZIL. Harvesting soybeans in Parana...favorable conditions. 
Soybeans nearly mature in Rio Grande do Sul...favorable conditions. 


MEXICO. Eastern orchard and field crop development...good weather and adequate irrigation water. 
Central and western crop development...low irrigation supplies, also slightly too hot 
for vegetables and corn pollination in a few areas. 


*Based on normal crop calendar information. 


USSR, Rapid snowmelt continued in the winter 
grain belt, and most fields in the Ukraine and 
North Caucasas lost their snowcover. Above~normal 
precipitation at many locations caused much of the 
melt, so fields should be quite wet, and flooding 
may be causing problems in some areas. Probably 
little fieldwork was accomplished, dropping sea- 
sonal progress further behind schedule. Strongest 
greening-up occurred in the southeast in Krasnodar 
and Stavropol where temperatures ranged above 
normal, but colder than normal conditions in the 
Black Soil zone and the Volga Valley kept winter 
greins dormant. 
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CHINA. Nearly all winter wheat areas received 
above-normal precipitation, and temperatures stayed 
high enough for wheat growth to continue. Perhaps 


the abundance of moisture this spring will part- 


ially make up for poor initial wheat development 
last fall in some areas, Rainfall south of the 
Yangtze River decreased slightly, but excessively 


wet conditions persisted in most areas where rice 
transplanting was in progress. Increased rainfall 
in some southern coastal areas alleviated moderate 
dryness, but only light amounts fell in Guangdong 
Province. 
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EUROPE. Precipitation decreased over Italy, 





Spain, and France, but increased to the northeast. 
Above-normal precipitation fell in a broad band 
extending from the coastal portions of Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and West Germany southeastward through 
Yugoslavia, Romania, and Bulgaria. This moisture 
benefited winter grains for the most part, but some 
areas to the north of the Alps may be too wet now, 
though no serious problems exist. Near-normal 
precipitation in Poland did not alleviate previous 
dryness, but winter grains had not yet broken 
dormancy. Winter grains nearing the heading stage 
in southern areas should have adequate moisture, 
except for some local dry pockets. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA, Most of the rain fell in the 
east in Tunisia, with only very light amounts fall- 
ing in Algeria and none at all in Morocco. Soil 
moisture should remain adequate in most areas due 
to recent rains, Water needs of winter grains are 
decreasing as the crops near maturity, and pro- 
spects remain optimistic. Rainfall normally per- 
sists longer in the east, and this week above 
normal amounts covered some areas of Tunisia that 
had been dry earlier in the winter. Perhaps this 





moisture came in time to benefit grains. 
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SOUTH AMERICA. Abundant rainfall over most 
Argentine soybean areas may have benefited early 
soybeans (now in the latter stages of pod filling) 
in southwestern Santa Fe and southeastern Cordoba. 
This moisture helped late soybeans in all areas, 
but it is too early to estimate whether they will 
mature sufficiently before frost arrives. In 
Brazil, favorable soybean harvesting weather 
prevailed as threshing began in earnest in Rio 
Grande do Sul and continued in more-northern areas. 





INDIA. Rainfall increased in the southeastern 
half of the country, with abundant totals of 30 to 
40 mm occurring from interior Andhra Pradesh north- 
eastward into Assam. Most areas in Bangladesh 
remained dry, however. Generally favorable harvest 
weather prevailed in northwestern wheat areas, with 
light, above-normal rains in Punjab not interfering 
with the ripening process. Daytime temperatures 
averaged in the middle to upper thirties, Celsius. 
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MEXICO, Sunny weather dominated the western 
two-thirds of the country, while a few showers 
dotted the east. A heavy downpour benefited Jalapa 
citrus, but soil moisture decreased in ‘other 
nonirrigated agricultural areas. Warm conditions 
favored crop development. However, afternoon 
temperatures up to 38 C in a few districts, 
including the west coast, were slightly too hot for 
some vegetables and corn pollination. Culiacan's 
afternoon maxima averaged 32 C with a 27-percent 
relative humidity, while overnight minima averaged 
13°C with an 81-percent humidity. Reservoir water 
supplies continued to decline to low levels in the 
droughty northwest. 
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March Weather Summary 


coast as the front moved through. 
stalled in the South and caused another week of 
very heavy rain, keeping southern farmers out of 


HIGHLIGHTS: The dominant. feature of the March 
weather centered on the southeastern United States. 
As March began, very cold air moved into the 
Southeast, and by the third day of the month had 
enveloped all of Florida. Freezing temperatures 
reached all the way to Miami. Immediately after 
the freeze, rain set in and accumulated excessive 
amounts for each week of the month. Much of the 
Southeast had well over double the normal rainfall. 
The northern Plains, northern Mississippi Valley, 
and western Great Lakes areas experienced a dry 
March. The area from southeastern Oklahoma to 
southern New Mexico and southward into Mexico was 
also very dry. 





The month of March began cold and snowy for 
much of the eastern United States. On the first 
day, snow eased into the Midwest and spread a 
mantle from the southern Appalachians to the 
Atlantic Coast. Very cold air moved in with the 
storm. A record snowfall left 1 to 2 feet in 
southeastern Virginia and northeastern North 
Carolina. The morning temperature at Raleigh, 
N.C., dipped to 11° with the cold air pushing 
southward. On the third day, freezing temperatures 
reached all the way to Miami, Fla.; much of the 
Southeast was chilled by readings in the teens. 

Gradual warming took place during the succeeding 
week and by Friday, March 7, springlike weather 
prevailed in the East. Showers and thunderstorms 
deluged the Southeast. Elsewhere, moderate rain 
fell in most of California and spread eastward 
to the Rockies in lesser amounts. 

Early in the period of March 10-16, another 
cold airmass moved rapidly southward through the 
Plains and eastward. New England recorded light 
to moderate snow in the mountains and rain on the 


The cold air 


their fields. Another storm system moved into 

the Pacific Northwest and on to the Rockies. Rain, 
with snow at higher elevations, again covered the 
entire West. Average temperatures for the week 

of March 10-16 were normal or warmer in all but 

the northern Mississippi Valley through New 
England. 

The third week of the month, March 17-23, showed 
some precipitation falling in nearly all of the 
Nation. Exceptions included parts of the north 
central Plains and in southwestern Texas. Again, 
the area of greatest rainfall ranged from the lower 
Missisippi Valley through the Southeast and into 
New England. As much as 8 inches of rain accumu- 
lated in parts of northern Georgia and Alabama. 
Flooding ensued along the already swollen rivers. 
No severely cold temperatures were reported during 
the week except near the western Great Lakes, but 
the freeze line did reach into southwestern Texas. 

March went out like a lion in parts of the 
Nation. Excessive rain, thunderstorms, and even 
tornadoes were reported from East Texas to the 
Florida Panhandle and North Carolina. It was the 
fourth week of excessive rain in the Southeast. 

A series of storms originating in the central 
Rockies caused near blizzard conditions in the 
west central Plains. Parts of western Kansas and 
Nebraska accumulated over 15 inches of snow. 
Temperatures hovering near freezing and periodic 
high winds compounded the problems. Again, near- 
ly all of the Nation recorded some precipitation. 
Average temperatures for the week were somewhat 
cooler than normal in the Rockies and central 
Plains, warmer in the northern Plains, and near 
normal elsewhere. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for March 1980 
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Greensboro. 
Hatteras R. . 
Raleigh... ‘ 
Wilmington. ... 
N.DAK. Bismarck 
Ty or 
Williston U. 
OHIO. Akron-Canton. 
Cincinnati U. : 
Cleveland... . 
Ph. -¢ ~« « % 
DOVCOM. « 2 6 2 
Toledo. ose 
Youngstown. 


z 





1265 
1018 
723 
866 
886 
1201 
1036 
1079 
1000 
1237 
1081 
1350 
1314 
1398 
1488 
1165 
1185 
1286 
337 
325 
803 
809 
798 
685 
939 
1145 
1007 
1120 
1039 
990 
1017 
935 
946 
912 
966 
909 
945 
1063 
983 
328 
813 
822 
1022 
746 
747 
976 
419 
974 
1022 
1022 
764 
1003 
1007 
973 
538 
565 
478 
564 
445 
1238 
1363 
1216 
925 
814 
967 
855 
901 
1005 
1008 








OKLA.Okla. City 
ZOROOe « « ote 

OREG, Astoria. 
Burns U... 
Medford. ; 
Pendleton. .. 
Portland 
Salem. . 

PA, Allentown. 
Erie ; 
Harrisburg 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh . . 
Scranton. . 

R.,I.Providence. 

S.C.Charleston. 
Columbia ... 
Greenville . 

S.DAK,. Aberdeen. 
BmUPrOR. « « « 
Rapid City. . 
Sioux Falls. 

TENN. Chattanooga 
Knoxville. . 
Memphis. .. . 
Nashville. . 

TEX.Abilene .. 
Amarillo eu. 
Austin . se 
Beaumont... 

Brownsville. . 

Corpus Christi 

ne 
Del Rio. 
See ae 
Fort Worth . 
Galveston U. 
Houston. ... 
Lubbock. 
Midland. é 
San Angelo. . 
San Antonio. 
Victoria . 
.. ae e 
Wichita Falls. 

UTAH,Milford. . 
Salt Lake City 

VT.Burlington . 

VA.Lynchburg. 
Norfolk. .. 
Richmond ... 
Roanoke. . 

WASH. Colville 
Quillayute 
Seattle-Tacoma 
Spokane. . . 
Walla Waila U. 
en «4 « 

W.VA. Beckley. 
Charleston . 
Huntington . 
Parkersburg U. 

WIS.Green Bay . 
Madison. ... 
Milwaukee. . . 


WYO.Casper. . 
Cheyenne . . 
Lander ... 
Sheridan . 





1043 


822 


1165 
1138 
1063 
1048 

984 
1000 
1061 





Preliminary reports from airport locations, except those marked U for urban 
and R for rural. 


*Estimated. 
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DEPARTURES FROM LONG-TERM a 
MEANS OR ADJUSTED NORMALS 
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SH POTATOES 
DEVELOP 





COTTON, SOYBEANS, & TENDER 
VEGETABLES CAN DEVELOP 


National Weather Service, NOAA 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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